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diversion into the Arcot country in order to draw off the
enemy from Trichinopoly. Clive embarked with 130 men
froin'Port rtt. David for Madras on August 22 (September
2. He got a reinforcement of 80 men at Madras and pro-
ceeded to Arcot on August 261 September 6, with a body of
200 Europeans and 300 sepoys and 8 officers and 3 field-
pieces. Passing on through Conjeevaram, the force
reached the neighbourhood of Arcot on August 31st | Sep-
tember 11; and they took possession of the Fort the next
day, hoisting both the English colours and Muhammad
All's flag.
Actually, the English capture of Arcot did not make
any great impression on the country; nor did it much dis-
turb the minds of the Ppndicherry people. News of the
English march to Arcot did not reach Dupleix for a week;
and Polur Muhammad ALL Khan, brother of Chanda Sa-
hib, who was the killedar at Arcot and had evacuated it
after a little resistance not woHh the name, was promised
reinforcements from Poiidicherry where the crafty Ma-
dame Dupleix gave out as her advice that it would not be
advisable to recall Chanda Sahib's or the French troops
from before Trichinopoly. The two sons of Bangaru
Yachama Nayak of Vciikatagiri whose vakils were
at Poiidieherry soliciting Dupleix's favour, were writ-
ten to immediately to send troops to the help of
Polur Muhammad. Aft Khan. The latter wrote to
Dupleix to say that when the English troops at
Arcot marched against the neighbouring fort of
Tiiuiri, he sent a small body of men belonging* to Mur~
taza Ali Khan of Vellore and repulsed them; and that
with reinforcements he could easily drive the enemy out of
the Arcot killa,. Murtaza Ali Kb an was of the same opi-
nion and demanded rein601 -cements before the enemy
could strengthen hi mself. It was, however, Dupleix alone
that immediately realised the seiiousness of the event; he
became greatly put out and urgently wrote to Chanda Sa-
hib who had already despatched 1,000 horsemen, that he
should write to his son, Saza Sahib, to march at once to
Arcet with another body of horsemen and that Chanda
Sahib himself should immediately cross the Kaveri and
deliver an assault on Trichinopoly.
. Nawab Muhammad Ali rightly cautioned Governor
Satinders to urge Olive and Muhammad Hamid to fortify